


Ransomware

What is ransomware?
Ransomware is a type of malware that locks access to files, systems, or networks by encrypting them, demanding a ransom for their release. This malicious software, or the remote access that facilitates it, can be delivered through several methods. Commonly, it spreads via malicious email attachments, poisoned search engine results, malicious ads, or visits to compromised websites. It can also be deployed by remotely exploiting vulnerabilities.

Who does ransomware target? 
Although ransomware groups often focus on high-value targets like government, healthcare, and financial organizations, anyone can fall victim to ransomware, including individuals. Ransomware attacks are typically indiscriminate, targeting victims regardless of their size or industry, as long as there’s an opportunity for financial gain. 

How can I protect myself or my company?
· Regularly educate staff about recognizing phishing attempts, suspicious links, and other common attack methods. 
· Limit the spread of ransomware by dividing your network into segments, ensuring that if one part is infected, others remain unaffected. 
· Grant users only the access they need to perform their duties. Reducing administrative privileges can prevent ransomware from spreading across the network. 
· If possible, leverage endpoint threat detection tools that can identify and isolate malicious activity in real-time. 
· Ensure that all critical data is backed up frequently and stored in an isolated location separate from your main network. 
· Create and maintain a business continuity plan that outlines how to keep operations running during and after a ransomware attack, including processes for recovering systems and maintaining critical services. 
· Update software regularly and in a timely manner – software updates contain fixes to security vulnerabilities ransomware operations often exploit.  
· If possible, request a third-party firm to conduct a thorough cybersecurity assessment. They can help identify vulnerabilities, misconfigurations, or gaps in your security defenses, providing actionable insights. 
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